UESTC International Summer School
Background

Internationalization is a trend in higher education worldwide, and a vehicle for the development of top-notch talent in innovation. Starting in 2015, UESTC has held an annual International Summer School program. The program has had a positive impact on enhancing undergraduate education and pedagogical reforms, and expanding international horizons for students and faculty.
The next International Summer School will be held in July, 2017. Through an emphasis on general education and its deep integration with professional education, the Program will help faculty and students better understand the frontiers of science, experience the essence of global multiculturalism, and promote UESTC’s international talent cultivation strategy.
Principles
1. Promoting Exchange, Broadening Horizons
Through classroom learning and after-class discussion, promote exchange between UESTC faculty and students, and professors from world-renowned universities; improve scholarly exchange skills.
2. All-round Development, General Education Focus
Knowledge, aptitude and ability in concert form the starting point. Optimize students’ comprehensive knowledge structure and build character; cultivate student scientific spirit and humanity; lay a solid foundation for students’ all-round development.
3. Scientific Orientation, Highlight Intersections
In accordance with the disciplinary strengths of each School, highlight the intersection, integration and interdependence of natural sciences, social sciences and other disciplines to expand students’disciplinary thinking.
Content
1. International Courses
1) Invite internationally prominent professors and scholars from overseas; courses integrate international expertise with UESTC’s academic strengths. Each course is 20 credit hours and 2 credits.
2) General education courses are open to all students, and specialized foundational courses and frontier courses are for students of specific majors. The courses should be entertaining as well of high scientific and academic quality.
2. International Academic Salon
The Academic Salon is a free-form platform for exchange between UESTC faculty and students, and invited professors and scholars. The Salon enhances student and faculty understanding of the current state of international and frontier scientific research through discussion of state-of-the-art scientific topics and international education.
3. Faculty Pedagogical Development
1) Course Observation 
Schools will organize class observation for young teachers; to be followed by exchange and discussion on pedagogical methods and invited professors’ techniques and teaching specialties.
2) Teaching workshops
Hold workshops for invited professors and scholars and young UESTC faculty members to discuss hot topics such as cultivating undergraduate talent; expand young teachers’educational horizons and improveteaching culture at UESTC.
Duration
July 10th to July 23rd, 2017
Remuneration
UESTC will cover transportation, meals, and accommodation costs. Compensation is 15,000 to 20,000 RMB per course.
Course clusters
1. Literature, History, and Philosophy: Cultural Legacy
The course aims to cultivate students’ analytical reasoning and critical thinking abilities, spiritual sensitivity, and humanitarian qualities through the close study of Chinese and world classical literature.
Related Courses: Historyof  Western Philosophy, Comparative Cultures: China and the West, Classics of Western Literature, Classical Philosophy / Classical Literature, History of Western Civilization, Selected Readings in Classical Chinese Literature, Selected Readings in Classical Western Literature, World Civilization, Introduction to Philosophy, Culture and Thought, Logic and Critical Thinking, etc.
2. Social and Behavioral Sciences
The course covers areas like sociology, economics, management, law, psychology, journalism and related disciplines. It cultivates students’ modern social values and civic consciousness, helps them understand the underlying logic of--and deal with the problems inherent to--modern society.

Related Courses: Sociology, Political Science, Economics, Psychology, Ethnic Studies and Religious Studies, Management: Methods and Art, Law and Society, Human Development and Environmental Change, etc.
3. Natural Science and Mathematics
The course builds student understanding of the foundations and development of science, scientific thought, and the scientific method; and, the dialectical relationship between science and human society development.  It aims to cultivate students’ scientific literacy, exploratory spirit and research interests.
Related Courses: Philosophy of Science, History of Science and Technology, The Nature of Science and Humanity, The Culture of Mathematics, Physics and Social Progress, Chemistry and Its Application to Society, Information Technology and Social Development,Introduction to Life Sciences, etc.
4. Engineering Education and Practical Innovation
The course aims to develop students’ engineering expertise; inform engineering practice with perspectives fromthe humanities, society, economics, management, etc.; and, enhance students’ engineering design and development skills, practical innovation, and teamwork.
Related Courses: Industrial Systems Foundations, Introduction to Engineering, Engineering Management, Engineering Design, etc.
5. Art Appreciation and Aesthetic Experience
Cultivate students’ aesthetic, artistic and cultural knowledge; develop student ability to experience, understand, appreciate and create beauty; cultivate refined senses and expandlife’s borders.
Related Courses: Introduction to Aesthetics, Introduction to Art, Music Appreciation, Art Appreciation, Drama Appreciation, Film Appreciation, Dance Appreciation, etc.
6. Innovation and EntrepreneurshipEducation
Cultivate students’ innovative spirit, creative thinking and practical execution of ideas, enabling them to adapt to the complicated and changeable social environment and to face future challenges.Students should become successful as both job-seekers and job creators.
Related Courses: Entrepreneurial Management, Intellectual Property Protection, Entrepreneurship: Simulation and Practice, Venture Investment and Start-up Financing, Introduction to University Student Start-ups, Entrepreneurial Psychology, Corporate Finance Practices, Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Leadership, etc.
